Writing Assignment 3: Philosophy & Literature
Purpose
For this assignment, you must write a coherent, grammatically correct analysis essay (750-1000 words). 

Due Date
[bookmark: _GoBack]Saturday, Dec. 9th by midnight, via Blackboard

Instructions
 Two goals for this course from the syllabus are that you would be able to:
· Analyze philosophical texts as literature
· Apply philosophical principles to the interpretation of literary texts
In this assignment, you can choose between either of these two approaches. Here are some possible ways you can approach your task (although you’re not limited to these):
1. Write a general analysis of sexual abuse in fiction, drawing from at least two of the works we've read this semester. What's the value of studying war fiction? Use at least two philosophical perspectives we’ve covered in class to support your argument. 
2. In Chapter 4, Merleau-Ponty talks about “poetry” as being the result of our “gaps” in our “knowledge about the world.” Also, on pg. 75-76, he elaborates on poetry as a sort of defamiliarized language. Choose a poem by Brandon Courtney and explicate it, supporting your argument from Merleau-Ponty.
3. Merleau-Ponty and Descartes are at odds about how we arrive at truth—whether we are minds and bodies in the world, or if all we can trust is the mind.  Discuss Descartes’ radical skepticism versus Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology in the context of Trumbo’s Johnny Got His Gun. There’s a conundrum inherent to Johnny Got His Gun—as readers, we are “reading the mind” of a man who cannot communicate; in fact, when he figures out how to communicate via Morse Code, his caregivers sedate him because they don’t want to know what Joe’s thinking. Hence, the entire content of the novel is information we, as readers, could not be privy to in the real world. Is the novel an example of Descartes’ radical skepticism in action, or is it a confirmation of Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology?


Whatever position you choose to take, you should make a well-designed argument and support it with specific examples and quotations from the texts. Your papers should also include a conclusion where you state your own position and discuss the implications of the argument you’ve made.
Submission Guidelines 
Your paper should 
· Meet the length requirement, including being  submitted on time.
· Reflect your critical thinking and careful analysis of the subject matter and appropriately fulfill the tasks described in the assignment prompt. 
· Be organized according to the specifications in this prompt. 
· Be cohesive, using logical transitions within and between paragraphs. The writer avoids superfluous or irrelevant comments written only to reach the word limit. 
· Have a tone that is respectful and appropriate for an academic audience.
· Use academic voice in the paper. It is an authoritative voice that informs the reader. It is active, avoids the use of first and second person pronouns, avoids contractions, colloquialisms and abbreviations, and expresses ideas concisely. 
· Include quotations and examples that support the claims you make in your analysis. It should not rely too heavily on summary or extensive use of quotations. 
· Include all internal and bibliographic citations in correct MLA format. 
· Always credit sources appropriately. 
· Be grammatically correct. Your writing should follow the structure of Standard American Edited English (the parts of speech and their functions, their relationship to each other, word order in sentences, the parts of a sentence and how they are put together, e.g., subject, predicate, objects, etc.).
· Be mechanically correct. Your writing should follow the conventions of Standard American Edited English with regard to punctuation, capitalization, spelling, etc. 
· Follow the formatting standards of the citation style you’ve chosen for the heading, pagination, internal documentation, and works cited. 
Need Help?
The University Writing and Learning Center (http://sites.uiw.edu/wlc/).  The WLC is located in the Administration Building, Room 206. Call (210) 283-6326 or email wlc@uiwtx.edu to make an appointment.

